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Welcome and Announcements Pastor Paul Lutz
Gathering Hymn ELW # 532
Gather Us In
ﬁ e e e e e e e o s s
= . J o
o r '
1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way;  see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings

yearn for your face;

we have been sung through - out

all of his - Cry,

bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
0 4
P A . ITY ! | ]
I 1 1 1 | 1 1 M 1
P ] :
) T - v — M - — L
brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er wus in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er wus in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er wus in and hold us for-ev - er gath-er wus in  and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -1y,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Pastor Paul Lutz

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

C. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,

by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through =+ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.

Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

p. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit
nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C. Amen.



First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God,
through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

SThus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
¥Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

L. The word of the Lord
C. Thanks be to God

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s
children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation
from bondage to death and decay.

1290 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—"for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. "*For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” '®it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, '"and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

"I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be re-
vealed to us. "’For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; **for the crea-
tion was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope *'that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children
of God. **We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; *and not only the crea-
tion, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. **For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what is seen? *But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

L. The word of the Lord
C. Thanks be to God



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. My word shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for
which I sent it. Alleluia. (Isa. 55:11)

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P. The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

*[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field;*’but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. *°So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.
" And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘“Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ **He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
“Then do you want us to go and gather them?” *’But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would up-
root the wheat along with them. **Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””
3Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3"He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; Bthe
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one,
*%and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. **Just
as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. *' The Son of Man will send
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, *and they will throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. **Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

P. The Gospel of the Lord
C. Praise to you, O Christ

THE SERMON Pastor Paul Lutz



hand hath pro - vid - ed;

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music @ 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

great is thy

faith-ful-ness, Lord, un-to

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW # 733
Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear
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shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove join  with all na - ture in
pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man - i - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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Great is thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
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morn-ing new  mer-cies | see; all I  have need-ed thy
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me.



Prayers of Intercession Pastor Paul Lutz

P.

P.

C.

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your
church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our
witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth.
Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the bondage of
decay. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human
family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways (regions and nations in conflict may be
named). Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to
your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any
way (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new opportunities. We
pray for the newly elected Congregational Council - Jerry Nabozny (President), Susan Lehmann
(Vice President), Julie Parker (Vice President), Lorraine L. Lavery (Secretary), Rich Mercado
(Acting Treasurer), Doug Berendsohn, Nancy Carlson, Phil Curatilo, Elizabeth Davies, Tina
Giubileo, Casey Johansen, and Kevin Peterson. Give them a spirit of service, compassion and
generosity as they lead this congregation into the future Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We remember
with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us (especially). Gather us with
them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



An Offering Moment
Offering Prayer Pastor Paul Lutz

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C. Amen.
Anthem Down to the River
~Virtual Choir~
(Used with Permission)
Blessing Pastor Paul Lutz

Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C. Amen.

Dismissal

P. Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C. Thanks be to God.

Postlude Grant Underwood
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