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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor Paul Lutz

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

C. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
P.
C.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 13:17-22; 40:36-38

Monica Walsh

A Reading from Exodus:
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines,
although that was nearer; for God thought, “If the people face war, they may change their
minds and return to Egypt.” So God led the people by the roundabout way of the wilderness
toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of the land of Egypt prepared for battle. And
Moses took with him the bones of Joseph who had required a solemn oath of the Israelites,
saying, “God will surely take notice of you, and then you must carry my bones with you from
here.” They set out from Succoth, and camped at Etham, on the edge of the
wilderness. The Lord went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the
way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so that they might travel by day and by
night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of
the people...
...Whenever the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, the Israelites would set out on each
stage of their journey; but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out until the
day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was
in the cloud[a] by night, before the eyes of all the house of Israel at each stage of their journey.
L. Word of God, Word of Life.
C. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8
1

Monica Walsh

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good
and acceptable and perfect.
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
4
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

L. The word of the Lord
C. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Alleluia. (Matt. 16:16)

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:13-27
P.
C.

Henry Strobel

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
Miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with

them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this

morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he
said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then
enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.

P.
C.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

THE SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
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Prayers of Intercession
P.

Pastor Paul Lutz

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence

P.
C.
P.
C.
P.
C.
P.
C.

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living God.
Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout the
world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our songs
to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous home you
give us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with mercy
and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for us.
According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble
or adversity, or sick and in need of care (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P.

You call us into this community (name), in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the
church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P.

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and
gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead (especially).
Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C.
P.
C.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

An Offering Moment
Offering Prayer

Pastor Paul Lutz

God of goodness and growth,
all creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

C.

Amen.

Anthem

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

A Cappella Hymn

(Used with Permission)

Blessing

Pastor Paul Lutz

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.

C.

Amen.

Dismissal
P.
C.

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Grant Underwood
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