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Prelude                                                                                                                                  Grant Underwood 

 

Gathered by the Holy Spirit, we hear and proclaim the saving word of God for all the world. We give thanks 

for that saving word and all the gifts of God, who then sends us to share the good news we have received 

and to care for those in need. 

 

GATHERING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C.  And also with you. 
 

A Kyrie may be spoken. 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible 

joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  C.  Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 
 

First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17                                                                              Steve Davies 
 L.  A reading from Revelation 

  

The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a time of great oppression. 

Today’s reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: “Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the 

faithful the assurance of God’s protection and a vision of victory. 

 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm 

branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell 

on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,  

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come 

from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have 

come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 

     L.  Word of God, Word of Life. 

 C.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

  

 



Psalm: Psalm 34:1-10, 22                                                                                            Steve Davies 

 
  1I will bless the LORD at all times; 

  the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 

 2I will glory in the LORD; 

  let the lowly hear and rejoice.  

 3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 

  let us exalt God’s name together. 

 4I sought the LORD, who answered me 

  and delivered me from all my terrors. 
 5Look upon the LORD |and be radiant, 

  and let not your faces be ashamed. 

 6I called in my affliction, and  the LORD heard me 

  and saved me from | all my troubles. 
 7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD 

  and delivers them. 

 8Taste and see that the | LORD is good; 

  happy are they who take refuge in God! 
 9Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, 

  for those who fear the LORD lack nothing. 

 10The lions are in want and suffer hunger, 

  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good. 
 22O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, 

  and those who put their trust in you will  not be punished.  

 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3                                                                                   Steve Davies 
   L.  A reading from John 

   
A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of divine love, set us apart to be 

the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as God really is. 
 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 

reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we 

will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 

will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 

 L.  The word of the Lord 

 C.  Thanks be to God 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

Alleluia. They are before the throne of God, and the one who is seated on the throne will| shelter them. 

Alleluia. (Rev. 7:15) 



THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 5:1-12                                                               Pastor Paul Lutz   
                                         
 P.  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter 

 C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed with God’s favor. His          

teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over others. 

 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 

on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 

the prophets who were before you.” 

 

   P.  The Gospel of the Lord 

 C.  Praise to you, O Christ 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                                                                           Pastor Paul Lutz 

 

CREED 
The Apostles’ Creed may be spoken by all. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P. Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 

 church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

P. Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose sacrifices witness to your     

 gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their courage to carry our faith to new people and places 

 around us. Hear us, O God. 

C. hear our prayer. 
 

P.  Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation to generation. Bless the 

 work of naturalists, conservationists, and park rangers who train our attention to the wonders of the 

 world you have made. Hear us, O God. 

C. hear our prayer. 
 

P. Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural voters and urban voters, 

 young and old—as we share in another national election. Kindle hearts eager to understand our  

 common needs and seek our common good. Hear us, O God. 

C.  hear our prayer. 

 

P. Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with poverty, grief, hunger, thirst, 

 and persecution. Shape our vision of the saints to match his own. Awaken in us your call to serve all 

 who suffer. Hear us, O God. 

C.  hear our prayer. 

 

P. Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early church. Bless all new missions 

 of our synod (especially). Empower testimony from new communities of faith to shape a diverse 

  witness to your saving power. Hear us, O God. 

C.  hear our prayer. 

 

P. Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name and gathered to yourself. 

 Comfort us as we grieve those who have died in the past year (here the names of those who have died 

 in the previous year may be read). In faith, may we join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear us, O 

 God. 

C.  hear our prayer. 

 

 P. Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation 

 around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

C. Amen. 



CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb 
forever and ever. 
Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe; 
just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations. 
Who can fail to honor you, Lord, 
and sing the glory of your name? 
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb 
forever and ever. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
and blessed is the one whose name is the Word of God. 
All praise and thanks to you, holy God! 
Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb 
forever and ever. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of 
your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to 
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory forever. 

 C. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

The Lord’s Prayer is prayed by all. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



OFFERING MOMENT AND PRAYER                                    Pastor Paul Lutz 

Loving Father, we humbly dedicate these tithes and offerings to your use.  Like the saints who have gone 

before us, we are comforted by the knowledge that you will multiply these gifts.  Allow this money to      

become a resource that lifts the shadows of despair from the recesses of people’s lives.  We recognize that 

only you can restore faith to the faithless, hope to the hopeless, and love to the loveless.  May your will be 

done on Earth as it is in Heaven!  Amen. 

     C.  Amen. 

ANTHEM                   Grant Underwood 

BLESSING 

 Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

 C.  Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 Go in peace. Encourage one another. 

 C.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                                                                                   Grant Underwood 

 

Music, liturgy, and hymns are reprinted and broadcasted with permission under subscription from                       

One License (# 733970-A) and Sunday & Seasons (#SBT003734). All rights reserved. 

 

Please return your pledge/estimate of Giving cards ASAP to help with our 

planning for 2021. 

 

2021 Encourage One Another 

Annual Stewardship Appeal 

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, 

as indeed you are doing.  

 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
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We remember those family members and friends  

who have died within the last year: 

 

Joyce Ahearn 

Kenneth Behn 

Joel Buchholtz 

Gloria Berger 

Betty Charron 

Ed Charron 

Tami Lynn Eckel 

Beverly Fay 

Alvin Goldman 

Barbara Griffith 

Linda Halko 

Anne Hallock 

Berta Hamilton 

Jacques Jaeger 

Paul Kleppin 

 

Meg Marcrander 

Jonathan McKenzie 

Brian Nelson 

Alfred G. Parente  

Donald Peters 

William Peterson 

Chris Rhinearson 

Lillian Rhinearson 

Arlene Robie 

Diane Sammelwitz 

Donna Scozzafava 

Sonya Carlson Smith 

Joey Smoley 

Jean Wallman 

+ 


