The 23" Sunday after Pentecost
Saturday - November 7, 2020

5:00 PM
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Paul Lutz
GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Pastor Paul Lutz

Call to Confession

It’s easy to lose hope,

especially when the problems and divisions we face seem insurmountable in our personal lives,
the church, our country, and our world.

But the psalmist reminds us that our hope is in the Lord.

Let us together confess the ways that we harm each other and ourselves

when we lose sight of the source of our faith and hope.

Prayer of Confession
Silence is kept for reflection.

O God our light and salvation,

our strong fortress and hiding place,

we confess our lack of hope and trust in you.

We can feel so small in the midst of our struggles,

that our work is insignificant when the problems we face loom so large over us.
As a result, we can become complacent and slow to act for the benefit of those on the margins.
Help us to look to you as our source of hope.

Help us to act out our faith and represent your hope and truth

in our communities and throughout your world.

Help us to be active participants and partners with you

in bringing your kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who shows us the way, Amen.
C. Amen.

Assurance

Believe the good news! God loves us and accepts us who we are and where we are
and God believes in who we can become.

Know that grace takes us and wraps us in the gift of new beginnings.
C. Thanks be to God!



GATHERING HYMN ELW # 632

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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O God, our help i a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
Un - der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
Be - fore the hills in or-der stood or ecarth re-ceived its frame,
A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to  end-less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the mnight be - fore the 1is - ing sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: S1. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.

KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen, amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light
we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

P. Let us pray.
C. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading and preaching.



First Reading: Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16

L. A reading from Solomon

Monica Walsh

Wisdom is part of the structure of the universe and is easily accessible to those who want to find her. Wisdom

actually seeks people out. People who are wise are free from care.

“Wisdom is radiant and unfading,

and she is easily discerned by those who love her,

and is found by those who seek her.

She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.
'“One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty,

for she will be found sitting at the gate.

*To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding,

and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care,

"because she goes about seeking those worthy of her,
and she graciously appears to them in their paths,
and meets them in every thought.

L. Word of God, Word of Life.
C. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: PSALM 70

'Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LoRrD, make haste to help me.
*Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.

3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.
“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;

let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”

*But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

Monica Walsh



Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Monica Walsh

L. A reading from Thessalonians

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal
life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead,
will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.

PWe do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. '*For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. "*For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.
'For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet,
will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. '"Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. '®Therefore encourage one another with these words.

L. The word of the Lord
C. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
Alleluia. (Matt. 24:42, 44)

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13

P. The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

"“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. “Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. *As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. “But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.” "Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. *The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” *But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you
and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” '’And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.
"Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” ?But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I
do not know you.” *Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P. The Gospel of the Lord
C. Praise to you, O Christ

The assembly is seated.



SERMON Pastor Paul Lutz

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Pastor Paul Lutz

P.

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere and
heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and prayer
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the work of
landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with your creation.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every land,
in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases
where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who live and
eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place in this
world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired military
personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both
physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us of the
frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your kingdom.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.



OFFERING PRAYER Pastor Paul Lutz

After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.

God of all goodness,

generations have turned to you,

gathered around your table,

and shared your abundant blessings.

Number us among them

that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance,

and give thanks for your rich blessings,

we may feast upon your very self

and care for all that you have made,

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
C. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

The presiding minister continues:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond

Amen.

ANTHEM Now We Join in Celebration Wade Meyers
Minister of Music
St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Rockville, Maryland

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord Jesus,
in this simple meal you have set a banquet.
Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts
as we meet you on the way.
C. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING Pastor Paul Lutz

May the God of all creation,

in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,

give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,

Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,

be with you today and always.

C. Amen.



SCATTERING HYMN ELW # 841

Lift Every Voice and Sing
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1 Lift ev - 'ry voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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felt in the days when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;
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Let our re - joic - ing rise high as the lis - t'ning skies,
yet with a stead - y beat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing  sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - er in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,
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lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march  on till  vic - to - 1y is won.
where the  white gleam of  our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to our na - tive  land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938
Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954



DISMISSAL

P. Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief.
Do justice, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly, now.
You are not obligated to complete the work but neither are your free to abandon it.

Go in peace, encourage one another.
C. Thanks be to God.

Music, liturgy, and hymns are reprinted and broadcasted with permission under subscription from
One License (# 733970-A) and Sunday & Seasons (#SBT003734). All rights reserved.

Please return your pledge/estimate of Giving cards ASAP to help with our

planning for 2021.

2021 Encourage One Another
Annual Stewardship Appeal
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
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~OUR VETERANS~
VETERAN’S DAY 2020

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE ARE THE VETERANS WHO FOUGHT IN
OUR WARS AND TOGETHER PROTECTED THIS GREAT NATION OF
OURS. WE WOULD LIKE TO HONOR THESE MEN AND WOMEN
WHO ARE BURIED AT PRINCE OF PEACE CEMETERY ON THIS
VETERAN’S DAY WEEKEND.

ALBERT ABELE SR.
PAUL BEAULIEU
FTUGENE BIEBER
HERMAN BIZER
WILLIAM BUCHTA
RICHARD CARROLL
PAUL CHAUVIN
JOSEPH CLARK

JOHN ENRIGHT
LEOPOLDO ESTEVES
WILLIAM EVANS
LOUIS FUTIE SR.
JEROME GISONDI
FDWARD GUMAN
DONALD GUTH
JOHN HARRISON
HOWARD HESS

JOHN HROZIENCIK
LAWRENCE KRAUSS
ARTHUR KUEBLER
VICTOR E. LAMBERT SR.
VICTOR E. LAMBERT JR.
JOSEPH LAMENDOLA
JOHN LAWRENCE
JOHN LAWRENIA
LEONARD LEHMANN
WARREN LUNDOUIST
WILLIAM MADDEN
FLOYD MALMBORG
PETER MALMBORG
EMIL MANKA SR.
CARL MATULA

OTTO MATULA
JOHN MCNEILL
JOHN MCNEILL SR.
RONALD MILLER
WALTHER MOLLES
FERDINAND MULLER
JEANETTE MULLER
ROBERT NEWMAN
JOHN OMASTA
HAROLD OWEN
ALFRED PARENTE
TRICH PETSCH
CORNELIUS REILLY
RAYMOND RICHTER
DAVE RILEY
ROBERT ROSS
TUGENE ROTTENBERK
THOMAS RUSSELL
WILLIAM RUSSELL
SVEN SATHRE
ALFRED SILVAGGI
GUY SIMMONS
DAVID SMERGLIO
JAMES STAHLEY
ALOIS STAMMEL
ROBERT STOCKMAN
OTT0 STUHRKE
JOSEPH SWIFT
FRNEST TILFORD
ANDREW URACO
JEAN WALLMAN



