First Sunday in Christmas
Sunday, December 27, 2020
9:30 a.m.

LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS

WELCOME

PRELUDE Once in Royal David’s City Grant Underwood



CAROL Joy to the World ELW # 267

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
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DIALOGUE

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.

By day and night he shines for all to see.

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty

that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,

so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Jesus is the light of the world.

Jesus is the light of our lives.

Sing to God a new song!

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.
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OPENING PRAYER

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth,

you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness—

a beam of light that shines through Jesus.

Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life.

Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world
and in our hearts.

Amen.
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First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18

v

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there
was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day.

And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth." And it was so. God made the two
great lights — the greater light to rule the day and
the lesser light to rule the night — and the stars.
God set them in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the
night, and to separate the light from the darkness.
And God saw that it was good.

GOD
THE HEA\

CRE&TED
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r) |
'\Sv‘b @ U @ s ¢ f o @ - N

1 Love has come— a  light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love 1s born! Come, share in the won - der. Love 1S God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love 1s life ev-er -
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Beth-1le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love 1s Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what 1s the name her heart 1is say - ing? Love! Love! Love 1s the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el.
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
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Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
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’But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose
origin is from of old, from ancient days.

3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor
has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
Israel. “And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall live secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the
earth; °and he shall be the one of
peace. If the Assyrians come into our
land and tread upon our soil, we will
raise against them seven shepherds
and eight installed as rulers.




1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary,
and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king,
and peace to all the earth!

3 How silently, how silently

the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming;

but, in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy child of Bethlehem,

descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

oh, come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893



Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38

26|n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 2’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. 2And he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you." 2°But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 3°The angel said to her, "Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3*And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of his kingdom there will be no end." 3*Mary said to
the angel, "How can this be, since | am a virgin?" 3>The
angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am |, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word." Then the angel departed from her.
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ANTHEM Lo, How a Rose is Blooming Janet Lutz
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Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

BNow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. *°Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 2°But just when he
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 2?All this took place to fulfill
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means,

"God is with us." ?*When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him; he took her as his
wife, 22but had no marital relations with her
until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus.
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1 What shall we call him, child of the man - ger?
2 His name 18 Je - sus, God ev - er with us,
3 How can he save us, how can he help us,
4 Gift of the Fa - ther, to hu - man moth - er,
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What name  is giv - en in Beth-le - hem?
God giv - en for us in Beth-le - hem.
born here a - mong us in Beth-le - hem?
makes him  our broth - er in Beth-le - hem.
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Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — |
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: *'to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *?This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 3And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." 6So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. Y’When they saw this, they made known what had been told them

about this child; 8and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds told them. °But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.




1 The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields
as they lay; in fields where they lay,
keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's
night that was so deep.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
Born is the King of Israel.

2 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night.

Refrain

The First Noel

ELW # 300

3 And by the light of that same star

three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went.
Refrain

4 This star drew near to the northwest,

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;

and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay.
Refrain

5 Then entered in those wise men three,

full rev'rently upon their knee,

and offered there in his presence

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.
Refrain

Text: English traditional
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Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be

born. °They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the

prophet: ®'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers

| 1«

of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.

‘Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage." "When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child

was. 1°When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 1'On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.
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ANTHEM What Child is This? Mindi Sanger
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Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father's only son, full

of grace and truth.
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1 Of the Fa - ther’'s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in  old time chant-ed of with
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full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ry voice in con - cert ring
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Responsive Prayer

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to gather in wonder with the shepherds.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.

In his light, draw all to the manger

to sing for joy with the angels.

In the brightness of his life

cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.

In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

Praise God, all creatures here below!

You are the shepherds telling the story.

We tell it in the streets and across the land.

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.
You are the angels announcing peace.

We live with joy and go now in peace.

Almighty God, Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.



2222222222222222¢
SCATTERING HYMN Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching

o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens

there shone a holy light. Refrain

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 3 Down in a lonely manger
when, lo, above the earth the humble Christ was born;

rang out the angel chorus and God sent us salvation
that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
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POSTLUDE Grant Underwood

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
A congregation of the New England Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
119 Junction Road, P.O. Box 5184
Brookfield, CT 06804
203.775.9070 | princeofpeacebrookfield.org

Pastor: Rev. Paul Lutz - poppastorpaul@sbcglobal.net
Musician: Grant Underwood
Lectors - Marci Sharp & Jim Sharp
Congregational Voice: Dennis and Melinda Schroeder
Vocalists: Janet Lutz, Colin McLoone, Dan McLoone, Mindi Sanger, Grant Underwood
Virtual Technical Advisor: Heather Pontonio
Parish Office Administrator: Rene Tuccillo - poplutheranchurch@sbcglobal.net

Music, liturgy, and hymns are reprinted and broadcasted with permission under subscription from
One License (# 733970-A) and Sunday & Seasons (#SBT003734). All rights reserved.



