Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 31, 2021
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WELCOME / PRELUDE Oceans Will Part Grant Underwood
Ben Fielding

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

C: Amen.



P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Shine Jesus Shine ELW # 671

1) Lord, the light of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

2) As we gaze on your kingly brightness

So our faces display your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light



APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

A Kyrie may be spoken.

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness
to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all
creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 Donna Vitetta
L: A reading from Deuteronomy

[Moses said:] 1°The LorD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. %This is what you
requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you
said: “If | hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this
great fire, | will die.” 1’Then the LoRrD replied to me: “They are right in what they
have said. 8] will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own
people; | will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to
them everything that | command. 1°Anyone who does not heed the words that
the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable. 2°But any
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in
my name a word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that
prophet shall die.”

L: The word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God



Psalm 111 Donna Vitetta

'Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LorD with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
’Great are your works, O LorD, pondered by all who delight in them.
3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
“You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
°You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant.
®You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
'"The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.
8They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity.
%You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding.
God’s praise endures forever.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Donna Vitetta

L: A reading from Corinthians

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge
puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the
necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him.

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,”
and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or
on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords - yet for us there is one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed
to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we
do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow
become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the
temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of
eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died
are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat
meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

L: The word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God



GOSPELACCLAMATION
Alleluia. The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light; for those
who sat in the shadow of death light has dawned. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:16)

THE HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:21-28 Pastor Lutz




CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Paul Lutz
SERMON Pastor Paul Lutz

BRIEF ORDER FOR HEALING

Introduction

P: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the
disciples to continue this work of healing. People of Prince of Peace with the gifts
of prayer, the laying on of hands, we now entrust you to God in the name of
Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world.

Laying on of Hands

P: If we were in the same room | would lay on hands and pray, but since we can't do
that, you may put a hand over your heart or you may lay your hands on your
knees, palms-up, while | pray for you and bless you.

People of Prince of Peace, in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, be
strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the healing power
of the Spirit.

C: Amen



P: Let us pray.
Living God, through the laying on of hands, grant comfort in suffering
to your People of Prince of Peace. When they are afraid, give them
courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when dejected, give them
hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven
and on earth bow and obey, be now and evermore your sure defense, and
help you to know that the name given to us for health and salvation is the
name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

C:. Amen



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers
for the church, the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

P: For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout
the world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the

church and its ministries, let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.

P: For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil,
forests and farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural

resources and all that exists, let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.

P: For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals
and legal aid attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for

all responsible for the well-being of civil society, let us pray.
C: Have mercy, O God.



For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and
hospitalized, those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental
illness, those who are hungry or homeless, and all in any need
(especially); for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides, let
us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent
from worship, those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the
people of God in this place and for other needs in our community

let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in
thanksgiving for the baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the
sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

P: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken
us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

C. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (Join hands)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy nhame, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



ANTHEM "Beautiful Savior" arr. Held Grant Underwood




THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

P: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we
need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the
world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

C. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (Join hands)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.



OFFERING MOMENT AND PRAYER

P: Awesome God, you sent Jesus to teach people firsthand the power
of your love, grace, and authority. Jesus washed away unclean
spirits and performed countless other miracles so that even the
faithless would experience your love. You call us to be mindful and
vigilant of the extraordinary miracles that you continue to work in
our lives today. May this offering undergird ministries that show
others your miraculous love, grace, and authority. We pray in the
name of Jesus Christ.

C. Amen.
BLESSING
P: God the creator strengthen you;

Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter *+ keep you in peace.

C. Amen.



SCATTERING HYMN

Son of God, Eternal Savior
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DISMISSAL
P: Goin peace. Be the light of Christ.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Sonatina in C Major" Clementi Grant Underwood
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