Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 28, 2021
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WELCOME / PRELUDE Grant Underwood

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ACCLAMATION

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

IWhen they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his
disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs
it and will send it back here immediately.” ” 4They went away
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they
were untying it, >’some of the bystanders said to them, “What
are you doing, untying the colt?” éThey told them what Jesus
had said; and they allowed them to take it. “Then they brought
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.
8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. °Then
those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord! 1°Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

1Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and
when he had looked around at everything, as it was already
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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BLESSING OF PALMS

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept.

We praise you, O God,

for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph

and was proclaimed messiah and king

by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,

we enter into life with you;

through the same Jesus Christ,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.



All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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All  glo-ry, laud,and hon - or to you, re-deem-er, King,
I Q b 1 | — I $

‘1
‘I
1

to  whom the lips of c¢hil - dren made sweet ho - san-nas ring.
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I You are the king of Is - racl and Da-vid's roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - ti -tmde of  pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed: ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a-tion and all mor - tals in  cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel -0 - dy we raise.

great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; 1. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 15841635
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

A Kyrie may be spoken.

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy people, and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us

pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

v
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In
your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the
glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above

every name. (Phil. 2:8-9)



THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 15:1-39




TIME FOR REFLECTION
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

P: InJesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility. Redeem
your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will. Heal us and
empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection: restore
lost habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas affected by
climate change, grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture new growth. Hear us, O
God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the powerful,
that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain soldiers, and guide
those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.
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P: On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are condemned to
death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are
mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer; grant respite and renewal. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P:  You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and funeral
directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who plan and lead
funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for the faith you
have given to people of all places and times. Give us also such faith to trust the promises
of baptism and, with them, to look for the resurrection of the dead. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P:  We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER (Join hands)

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

OFFERING MOMENT AND PRAYER

P: Blessed Lord, we are moved to be your faithful disciples. Like the palms laid long ago
in honor of your Son, we present our gifts for your reverent design. We proclaim that
your sovereign existence will transform the lives of all who believe in your Son, Jesus
Christ. Hosanna in the Highest!

C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you * that you may be a blessing,
In the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.



Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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1 Be-neath the cross of Je - sus | long to take my stand;
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a- bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
I ask no oth-er  sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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sin - ful self my

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 18301869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Fredenck C. Maker, 18441927

glo-rious love and
on - ly shame, my

my

a  home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con-tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.

un-wor - thi - ness.

glo - ry all, the cross.
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DISMISSAL
P: Goin peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Grant Underwood

Offertory Prayer Copyright © 2021 David S. Bell. Reprinted with permission
Music, liturgy, and hymns are reprinted and broadcasted with permission under subscription
from One License (# 733970-A) and Sunday & Seasons (#SBT003734). All rights reserved.
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