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God leads, we follow.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 14:23-29 The sending of the counselor
Monday Acts 16:9-15 Paul travels to Macedonia
Tuesday Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 River of life

Wednesday Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust God

Thursday Acts 1:1-11 The ascension of Jesus

Friday Numbers 6:22-27 Blessing for the people
Saturday Psalm 67 Tell the nations to praise God
Sunday John 17:20-26 Jesus prays for his disciples

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“When she [Lydia] and her household were baptized, she urged us,
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay
at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. Acts 16:15 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Dear God, help us to understand how you lead us each day to care for others for the sake of
Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Thank you, God, for giving us food; for the food that we eat and the friends that we meet. Thank
you, God, for all that you do. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord be gracious to you and bless you and make God'’s face to shine upon you.
(Psalm 67:1)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Do you make your own decisions or rely on others to help you make decisions? Explain.
e When is a time you felt God was leading you in your life and/or relationships?

DEVOTIONS 2

Read: Acts 16:9-15.

Congregations are urged to establish vision and mission statements and make plans
accordingly. In the midst of such important planning, it is important to remember who is in
charge, who is doing the actual leading. We may take aim at ministry objectives, but when we
arrive at the goal or destination, hopefully, we recognize that God was there awaiting our
arrival. In Acts 16, Paul and his fellow missionary friends believe they are led by a vision of a
man from Macedonia to go there. When they arrive, it is not a man, but a group of women
whose hearts are opened, and it is Lydia who opens her home to them. Whether it is Paul in his
day or we in our day, it is good to remember that it is not we ourselves who bring God to
people.

Discuss: How have you shared your faith with others as Lydia did?

Pray: God, just as you led Paul to Macedonia, lead us each day that we may bring joy and the
good news of Christ to waiting hearts. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, where do you sense God is leading you to serve others?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

Psalm 67 is a prayer reminding us that God blesses us and continues to bless us. Think or talk
about ways you and those you know have been blessed by God. Pray the Psalm by inserting

your name or that of another and say: God, our God, has blessed . May God continue to
bless ; let all the ends of the earth worship our God. Amen.
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